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Pushback Against Globalization
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1. Could we 
unscramble the 
Rubik’s Cube?
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In the News
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2. Strategic 
Switching



Strategic 
Switching
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Branko Milanovic
Global Inequality
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Strategic 
Switching
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Right-wing populist 
narrative
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Strategic 
Switching
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Left-wing populist 
narrative
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Different 
Metrics
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Branko Milanovic
Global Inequality

Absolute versus relative gains
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Strategic Switching
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Corporate Power Narrative

Developed Country Developing Country

Corporations and owners of capital gain at the expense 
of workers in all countries.

Geoeconomic Narrative

Developed Country Developing Country

China gains at the expense of the US.

Global Threats Narrative

Developed Country Developing Country

Everybody loses from unsustainable economic growth.
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3. Kaleidoscopic 
Complexity 



Look at 
Issues from 

Different 
Sides
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Macron’s Carbon Tax

Global threats 
(sustainability) 

narrative

Measures to
reduce carbon 

emissions

Establishment 
narrative

Efficient and 
market-based 
mechanisms

Carbon 
tax on 

diesel and 
gas
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Macron’s Carbon Tax

Right-wing populist 
narrative

Protect rural 
communities and 

workers

Left-wing populist 
narrative

Protect poor from 
disproportionate 

burdens

No 
carbon 

tax 
because 
unequal
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From the cube to the kaleidoscope  
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Semiconductor Shortage
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Ensure supplies and capacity in
essential sectors

Build capacity in 
strategically important

sectors

Build capacity
in domestic manufacturing 

Overlaps and 
Alliances

GLOBAL THREATS 
(RESILIENCE) NARRATIVE

Ensure supplies and capacity in
essential sectors

Build capacity in 
strategically important

sectors 

Build capacity
in domestic manufacturing 

GEOECONOMIC
NARRATIVE

RIGHT-WING 
POPULIST

NARRATIVE

DIVERSIFY
through ally-shoring

NATIONAL
SELF-RELIANCE

Re-shoring 
Semiconductor
manufacturing
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4. Integrative 
Complexity



What sort
of project

is this?
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Suedfeld: Integrative Complexity

DIFFERENTIATE

INTEGRATE

1. See different perspectives

2. See many shades of grey

1. Work out ways to integrate 
perspectives

2. Consider different frameworks

3. Consider commonalities and 
incommensurables
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See through dragonfly eyes
22



Syed: Diverse Perspectives
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Smart individuals versus smart teams
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See through different eyes…



5. Beyond
the West



Neglected 
perspectives

Neocolonial Narrative
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Neglected 
perspectives

Left Behind Narrative
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Different 
perspectives

Asia-Rising Narrative
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Made in China

Changing 
perceptions of 
China through the 
last 30 years
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Piecing it back together …?
33



We need 
more 
kaleidoscopic 
approaches



Thank you

Harvard University Press

Contact details: 
Anthea.Roberts@anu.edu.au
Nicolas.Lamp@queensu.ca
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